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September 25, 1978 


Rabbi Morton M. Rosenthal 
Anti-Defamation League of B'Nai B'rith 
315 Lexington Avenue 
Sew York, N. Y. 10016 

Dear Rabbi Rosenthal: 

We have looked into the matter you raised in your letter 
of August 1, and can now provide you with some information 
on prison conditions in the Army Third Corps area. • In 
the Province of Cordoba, prison conditions are indeed 
unlike those elsewhere in Argentina. For the 175 or 
so political prisoners being held there under the Poder 
Ejecutivo Nacional (PEN), the prison regime is severe 
in some respects , but by many accounts relatively more 
benign, on the whole, than that experienced by PEN 
prisoners in other parts of Argentina. 

There is reported to be relatively high morale among the 
Cordoba prisoners, and a minimum of physical and psycho- 
logical abuse by prison guards. The only reported exception 
was an isolated incident a year ago when a number of out- 
siders were allowed entry and beat PEN prisoners there 
as though by plan--taking prisoners by turn and for a 
set time. 

Food and medical attention are reported adequate. Recently 
family members were given the permission to deliver extra 
foodstuffs to the prisoners each month. Such deliveries 
may include milk powder, tea, and sugar. This is the only 
prison in Argentina where such family food deliveries are 
permitted. Prisoners are allowed several hours of exercise 
out of their cells daily. 

The negative side of the prison treatment for PEN prisoners 
in Cordoba is much as you describe in your letter. 

Prisoners are isolated from contact with their families 
and the eoatnunity. Prisoners are not allowed to correspond 
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with their relatives. Family visits are generally 
permitted only once each year on Christmas day. 

Reading materials, radio and television are prohibited. 
The International Red Cross has' reportedly requested 
that the contacts between the 3rd Corps PEN prisoners 
and the outside world be increased. To date, there 
has been no change in visitor policy there. 

Thank you for your letter. I hope the above information 
is useful in your assessment of prison conditions 
in Cordoba. 


Sincerely , 


Raul H. Castro 
Ambassador 
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